SAFETY MEETING ALABAMA WING  10 FEB 07
FLIGHT SAFETY

SUBJECT:
AVOIDING CONTROLLED FLIGHT INTO TERRAIN (CFIT)

Lately there has been several CAP accidents in which our aircraft, for whatever reasons, have impacted the ground with damage to the plane and/or crews.


This phenomenon is called Controlled Flight Into Terrain (CFIT), and it is avoidable! Basically, anytime an airplane crashes without being “out of control” (ie, spin, stall, etc), the NTSB considers it to be a CFIT incident. 

We will review some suggestions of methods that may prevent needless damage to our precious CAP aircraft assets.


The most basic method is to be alert in the cockpit, and to avoid distractions, so one can devote his/her complete attention to the job at hand, namely “aviating”. It is easy to get distracted sometimes while flying, but we must remain focused on the task at hand. No matter what other task we might think we “have to do” then, it takes a second seat to the function of “maintaining aircraft control”. ATC calls, navigating, setting up radios, calling Base Camp, etc, are all things we can live without. Hitting the ground is one thing we normally get to do only ONCE. (It’s a pass or fail maneuver…).  


While we in the CAP have had our share of CFIT accidents, we are not alone. The military and the airlines have done it too! Eastern Airlines put an L-1011 in the swamps, and F-16’s regularly perform this CFIT maneuver! We can all improve, and remember, if we are not focused on maintaining aircraft control, we can easily run out of airspace and occupy real estate…permanently. 

Let’s be safe out there! 

GROUND SAFETY

SUBJECT:
PHONE INDUCED LOSS OF CONTROL

We have all probably experienced at one time or another an urge to talk on our cell phones while driving.  We should be aware that there are enough accident statistics while performing this maneuver that several states have outlawed the use of cell phones while driving. Of course some of you have “hands free sets”, but for the rest of us, it behooves us to try to be safer and if we must talk, consider pulling off the interstate and then place that call. We want you to make it safely to wherever you are driving. 


Remember, we can get killed just as easily on the ground as on the air! Be safe!
