SAFETY MEETING ALABAMA WING  9 DEC 06
FLIGHT SAFETY

SUBJECT:
FUEL MANAGEMENT IN WINTER WINDS

Lately there have been several general aviation accidents due to fuel exhaustion. Before we say it couldn’t happen to me, let’s review possible causes for these mishaps. We are all happy it is colder (I guess?), so that our engines produce more power in December as compared to July or August (summertime creates high density altitudes even before we takeoff). Unfortunately, more power means more fuel (the extra power does not come free). So, we have to plan for “conservative” (the kind that let’s you grow old and cranky) fuel burns on our flight planning (for example, if you got used to 9 GPH in the summer, better plan on a conservative 10 GPH in winter). The plus side is that we will fly somewhat faster, since we have better performance from our engines. But we still have other factors to worry about: winter winds. The winter prevailing westerly winds are notoriously stronger than during the summer.


On a flight last week at work, the winds at FL 180 were over 120 Kts from the west. Not bad if you are going east, but terrible if you want to go west. Before you dismiss this example as something that only applies to higher flying turbine guys, let me tell you that the same winds at six and nine thousand feet were 49 and 68 kts respectively, which would have really hurt our C-172 ground speed going west. My whole point is that in the winter, you have to REALLY plan well for fuel burns and winds aloft, so that we don’t become a “glider pilot without a glider rating”.  We may be used to planning flights of 250-300 NM in our C-172’s, but now that old man winter is here, we may have to adjust that mindset to the wind of the day.  Remember that the fuel in your tanks is not really a guarantee of “range” but a guarantee of “endurance”, ie, “time airborne before fuel runs out”. 

Let’s all be safe out there and plan well enough to “Live to fight another day”! 
GROUND SAFETY

SUBJECT:
WINTER/HOLIDAY SAFETY

During these upcoming holidays, there are possibilities we may get hurt if we are not careful. These are but a few of the things we can do better to stay alive and healthy.


When decorating the house and/or tree, use only UL approved electrical decorations. Inspect these decorations and if you see any fayed or cut wires, don’t use them. Don’t try putting multiple cords plugged into a single outlet, it may overheat. Always unplug the decorations before going to bed or leaving the house for a trip. And as always, if you drive to a party, don’t drink and drive, have instead a designated driver. Proper use of seatbelts and obeying speed limits should help ensure your longevity!!! 

Remember, we can get killed just as easily on the ground as on the air! Be safe!
