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More than Meets the Skies. . . .

Erin Scott Earns Spaatz Award

Erinn Scott returned home to Alabama
over the Christmas holidays and in
addition to visiting with family and
friends, earned the Spaatz Award.

THE GENERAL CARL A. SPAATZ AWARD
is Civil Air Patrol’s highest cadet honor. It
is presented to cadets who have
demonstrated excellence in leadership,
character, fitness, and aerospace
education.

Cadets qualify for this prestigious award
after devoting an average of five years to
progress through sixteen achievements in
the CAP Cadet Program. Along the way
they develop self-discipline, a strong
sense of personal responsibility, the



ability to lead and persuade, and the
foundation necessary for pursuing a
career in aviation, space, or technology.

The final step a cadet must complete to
earn the Spaatz Award is a rigorous four-
part exam consisting of a challenging
physical fitness test, an essay exam
testing their moral reasoning, a
comprehensive written exam on
leadership, and a comprehensive written
exam on aerospace education. Upon
passing the Spaatz Award exams, the
cadet is promoted to the grade of cadet
colonel.

The Spaatz Award is named in honor of
Carl “Tooey” Spaatz, the first Chief of Staff
of the United States Air Force. One of the
giants in the history of airpower, in 1929
Spaatz, together with another pilot, set an
important flight endurance record of 150
hours and 40 minutes in the early days of
aviation. During World War II, he
commanded the Allied air campaign
against the Nazis. In the Pacific Theater,
the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki took place under his command.
After retiring from the Air Force, General
Spaatz served as the first chairman of the
Civil Air Patrol National Board.

On average, only two cadets in one
thousand earn the Spaatz Award. Since
the award’s inception in 1964, Civil Air
Patrol has presented the Spaatz Award to
just over 1,500 cadets.
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Spaatz Cadets are expected to serve as
role models for junior cadets, and become
leaders in their communities as they
enter adulthood. The first recipient of the
Spaatz Award, Michigan’s Douglas C.
Roach, became a pilot with the Air Force
Thunderbirds.

Cadet Colonel Erinn Scott attends the US
Air Force Academy and is completing her
second year as a cadet. She graduated
with honors from Hoover High. She is the
daughter of Tim and Pam Scott of Hoover,
Alabama.

Maj. Lisa Robinson Earns
Level V—Wilson Award

Major Lisa
Robinson has
earned the
highest
award for
senior
member
professional
development
. The Gill
Robb Wilson
Award recognizes senior members who
have dedicated themselves to leadership
and personal development in the CAP. This
award was first given in 1964 and honors
the late Gill Robb Wilson. He is regarded as
the founder of Civil Air Patrol, and served as
CAP’s first executive officer.

As Maj. Robinson progressed through the
program, she completed five increasingly
complex training levels. Each level required
her to become more involved in CAP



activities, master skills in one of 23
technical areas, and develop leadership
ability. She has a Master Rating in Flight
Operations and Cadet Programs, as well as
a Senior rating in Public Affairs. A private
pilot, she is also a SDIS Operator, Mission
Observer, and Mission Information Officer
in addition to other ES qualifications.

She has multiple Civil Air Patrol awards,
including an Exceptional Service Award,
Commander’s Commendation with 3
Bronze Clasps, and the Yeager Award.
Other awards were given for her excellence
in service to the Alabama Wing and Civil Air
Patrol.

Maj. Robinson is currently the Chief of Staff
for the Alabama Wing, She was
Commander, Deputy Commander for
Seniors at Alabama’s 117th Squadron and
has held many other squadron and wing
staff positions. Finally, she has completed
the National Staff College at Maxwell AFB,
AL in 2007.

Maj. Robinson is employed by the Baptist
Health System in Birmingham Alabama as
an application analyst, providing 24 hour
support of the Radiology Management
System networked to seven facilities. She
earned an Associate Degree in Applied
Science in Radiological Technology with
honors from Jefferson State Jr. College, A
Bachelor of Science in Allied Health and a
Master of Business Administration from the
University of Alabama in Birmingham.
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Cadet Programs.

Happy New Year from Alabama Wing Cadet
Programs! What a year it’s shaping up to
be! Your program staff is every excited
about opportunities they’ve been working
to bring you. Between trips to sample the
Aviation Challenge program at the US Space
and Rocket Center in Huntsville,
Professional Development Opportunities,
Drill Competitions, and Encampment
preparation, this will be the busiest time of
the year if you are a cadet. Hopefully
everyone will have the chance to come and
take part in several activities.

The Winter edition of Cadet Programs
Quarterly is slated to go to press 31 January
and will include much more information on
all of the upcoming offerings. Until that
comes out, here is a quick outline of what
the rest of the fiscal year looks like.

January 15, 2007 - NCSA Application
Deadline

January 18-20, 2007 - SAREX (Pell City, AL)
January 25-27, 2008 - ALWG FTX Program
(Maxwell AFB, AL - Sponsored by Wing
Emergency Services)

February 7, 2008 — Cadet of the Year
Packages Due to ALWG

February 1-3, 2008 - ALWG Aviation
Challenge Program @ US Space Camp
(Huntsville, AL)

February 9, 2008 - Cadet Advisory Council
(Maxwell AFB, AL)

February 16, 2008 - ALWG Cadet
Competition (Auburn University, AL)
February 22-24, 2008 - ALWG FTX Program
(Maxwell AFB, AL - Sponsored by Wing
Emergency Services)

April 15, 2008 - AFA and AFSA Award
Packages Due



March 7-9, 2008 - Cadet Professional
Development Weekend - Airman Leadership
School, NCO School, TLC (Maxwell AFB, AL)
March 28-30, 2008 - ALWG FTX Program
(Maxwell AFB, AL) - Sponsored by Wing
Emergency Services)

March 28-30, 2008 - SER Cadet Competition
(McDill AFB (Tampa), FL)

April 25-17, 2008 - ALWG FTX Program
(Maxwell AFB, AL - Sponsored by Wing
Emergency Services)

April 2008 - Wing Conference (Date and
Location TBA)

April 2008 - Encampment Staff Training
Weekend (Gulfport, MS - Date TBA)

May 10, 2008 - Cadet Advisory Council
(Maxwell AFB, AL)

June 14-21, 2008 - ALMSWG Encampment -
(Gulfport, MS)

July 2008 — National Cadet Competition
(National Museum of the US Air Force and
Sinclair Community College - Dayton, OH —
Date TBA)

July 25-August 4, 2008 — IACE in Alabama
August 9, 2008 - Cadet Advisory Council
(Maxwell AFB, AL)

(Dates subject to change)

Capt. Justin Smith
Programs Director Cadet

Cadet Competition - 16 Feb 2008

The annual Alabama Wing Cadet
Competition will be held on February 16th
at Auburn University in Auburn, AL. Here is
vital information you will need to know if
planning to compete:

TEAM COMPOSITION
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Color Guard - A cadet color guard team
will be composed of four cadets. The team
will ideally consist of two cadet airmen (the
guards) and two cadet NCOs (the flag
bearers), though any cadet C/AB through
C/CMSgt may participate if necessary. The
composition of the team and positions of
team members must remain constant
throughout the competition. A substitution
must be approved by the competition
director (In this case, the ALWG DCP).
Participants must be listed on the Monthly
Membership Listing prior to the
competition. Cadet officers are not
permitted to participate in this competition.

Drill Team - A cadet drill team will be
composed of 13 cadets (12 team members
and one team commander). The
composition of the team and positions of
team members must remain constant
throughout the competition. A substitution
must be approved by the competition
director. Participants must be listed on the
current Monthly Membership Listing prior
to the competition. Cadets of any rank may
compete.

Other Notes -

*Color guard team members may not
participate in the drill team competition
and vice versa.

*Units may field as many teams as they
would like, as long as all team members
meet the above requirements.

*Units may field both color guards and drill
teams, as long as team members are only a
member of one or the other.

*Composite teams may be fielded of
members from multiple units, as long as the
commander of the units represented
approves.



*Please ensure that members on your team
at the wing competition would be eligible to
potentially represent the wing at the region
level. For example, a C/CMSgt on a color
guard on a winning team at the wing
competition would not be able to continue
on the team at the region competition if the
member was promoted to C/2d Lt in
between.

EVENTS

Color Guard - The competition consists of
seven events: In-Ranks Inspection, Standard
Drill, and Indoor Practical Drill, Outdoor
Practical Drill, Written Examination, Panel
Quiz, and the Mile Run. All four members
will compete in each event. The
competition director reserves the right to
alter the event line up at his discretion.

Drill Team - The competition consists of
seven events: In-Ranks Inspection, Standard
Drill, Innovative Drill, Written Examination,
Panel Quiz, Mile Run, and Volleyball. All 13
team members will participate in each
event. The competition director reserves
the right to alter the event line up at his
discretion.

UNIFORMS & EQUIPMENT

All uniform items must be worn in
accordance with CAPM 39-1, Civil Air Patrol
Uniform Manual.

Color Guard - The authorized uniform for
male cadets is the short-sleeve blue shirt
(with epaulets) and blue trousers. The
authorized uniform for female cadets is the
short-sleeve blue blouse (with epaulets)
and blue slacks or skirt. Ties and Tie Tabs
will not be worn. Ribbons will be worn. Taps
on shoes are not authorized. Physical
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Fitness Uniforms will be worn during the
mile run.

Refer to page 11 of the CAPR 52-4 to view
what equipment may be worn during each
event and requirements for that
equipment. All items are found in either
the Vanguard catalog or any parade
accessory catalog. No other items are
authorized (Please no chrome

helmets, ascots, service uniforms, etc.).
Equipment may be shared by competition
teams. Arrangements for this must be
made between teams. The ALWG will have
limited equipment available for units to use
if necessary. Check for availability.

Drill Team - The authorized uniform for
male cadets is the short-sleeve blue shirt
(with epaulets), with tie and tie-tac (or tie
bar but the team must be standardized) and
blue trousers. The authorized uniform for
female cadets is the short-sleeve blue
blouse (with epaulets), with tab and blue
slacks or skirt. Ribbons, white shoulder
cord, and flight caps will be worn. Taps on
shoes are not authorized. Physical Fitness
Uniforms will be worn during the mile run
and volleyball events.

EXECUTION AND PREPARATION

The ALWG Cadet Competition will be
conducted in accordance with all applicable
measures of the CAPR 52-4. Squadrons
should use this publication to help prepare
themselves for the competition.

REGISTRATION/ADMINISTRATIVE
NOTES

Units will submit their intentions to
compete to justinsmith32931@aol.com by
31 January 2007. To assist the wing in




planning this event, please submit your
intentions as soon as practical. Along with
your notice of entry, please list how many
participants. A list of teams will then be
published for verification along with any
other relevant information. No teams will
be allowed to enter after 31 January
without the event director’s consent. The
event will be free of charge, though
everyone should bring money for meals.

If you are traveling a significant distance for
this event and wish to arrive the night
before, let me know if you would like
assistance finding lodging.

Teams will check in at the Auburn
University Nichols Center (ROTC Building)
from 0700-0800 on 16 February 2008. A
mandatory in-briefing for team captains
and escorts will be conducted from 0800-
0830. The first event will start at 0900
sharp. The length of the competition will

depend upon number of participating
teams.

The 2008 NCSA Deadline is coming up VERY
quickly. Applications are being accepted
now through 15 January 2008. Please view
the attached flyer to see what opportunities
are available or visit www.cap.gov/ncsa .
Don't let this pass you by. Keep in mind,
encampment completion is required to
apply. If you have yet to complete an
encampment, you must attend the SER
Winter encampment.

C/2 LT Jordan Davidson earns
Billy Mitchell Award

The Bessemer Composite Squadron (SER-
AL-087) celebrated Monday with its first
meeting in their building since summer.
The heat was on, the walls were up and
most of the doors are hung. The ceilings
were hung in the classrooms along with the
lights providing a nice warm place for
awards. The squadron enjoyed chili and a
red white and blue cake.

The awards presentation included
certificates of appreciation. The cadet rank
of Airman first class was awarded to Cadets
Chambers, Rives, and Vaught. Jordan
Davidson was awarded the Billy Mitchell
award.

Good to be back together was stated many
times during the evening. With the officers
getting caught up on the competition that

the cadets attended and the trophies that

were won and on display, the cadets got to
explain to the officers and the other cadets
on how the trophies and awards were won.
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Awards won by Bessemer cadets on display.

A list of missions and SAREX’s that the
Bessemer Composite Squadron attended
was reviewed and a sense of pride was felt
over the room knowing the sacrifices that
members had made for our fellowman and
our country.

SM Dale Chambers, Public Affairs Officer

Pell City Squadron
Christmas Party

On December 10™ the Pell City squadron
had the pleasure of having Mr. Howell
Dulaney address the squadron on his
experiences as a combat engineer with
General Patton’s 3" army.

Listening to Mr. Dulaney’s story of coming
ashore on Utah beach and facing German
machine gun placements was almost like
being there. Then, following the army’s
progress across France to liberate Paris was
interesting to hear about it from someone

asked of the General “how soon could
Patton get to Bastogne to rescue them?”
You could hear it in his voice and see the
pride on his face when Mr. Dulaney
repeated Patton’s response of “in 24 hours
we’ll be there”.

Mr. Dulaney’s memories of World War Il
reminds us that living in the United States,
we, as Americans, all enjoy the current
freedoms we have thanks to his very special
generation. They gave the ultimate
sacrifice then even as now we continue to
reap the benefits.

| believe that everyone who attended the
Christmas party enjoyed the fact that we
could hear about these historic battles from
someone who was actually there and “lived
the history”. | want to thank everyone who
attended this wonderful evening. | certainly
hope everyone enjoyed Mr. Dulaney’s
presentation and what his important
contribution to our country and our liberty
means to all of us as we are allowed to
celebrate this wonderful season!

who was there. Hearing about General Capt Chris Iddins

Patton receiving word that the “101%

Airborne had become trapped by the

German army” and the question being
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The CAP Cadet of the Year Program.

To be eligible for this award, the cadet must
meet the following minimum criteria:

(1) received the Amelia Earhart Award (or
higher),

(2) demonstrated outstanding leadership in
CAP,

(3) attained academic excellence in school,
and

(4) be at least a junior in high school.

Please complete a CAPF 58, along with
required attachments and send directly to
the Wing Commander, no later than 07
February 2008. The address is:

Col. Mike Oakman
1120 Beacon Parkway E #611
Birmingham, AL 35209

2008 ALWG/MSWG Encampment

As we enter into a new year, it's time to
start thinking about the 2008 ALWG/MSWG
Encampment. This activity will be held on
14-21 June 2008 at the Combat Readiness
Training Center in Gulfport, AL. | would like
to announce that as of today, we are
accepting applications for Cadet
Commander, Cadet Deputy Commander,
and Cadet Executive Officer.

The application package should consist of:
Resume' and Cover Letter

e Completed CAPF 31

e An essay which should be single
spaced with one inch margins. This
years topic is:
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It is day 4 of Encampment and your staff is
falling apart. The line staff is angry because
the basics are not rising to the level of their
expectations. The support staff is getting on
each others nerves and two of them want
to go home. The Commandant wants to
know what is going on and what you are
going to do to fix it.

Your three points in the essay should
reflect:

1) What is going on?

2) How are you going to solve this?

3) How will you respond to the
Commandant, and when?

E-Mail electronic copies of the application
package to both Capt. Justin Smith
(justinsmith32931@aol.com) and Capt.
Scott Howard (nilsinenumini@gmail.com).
Send signed, hard copy of CAPF 31 to:

JUSTIN SMITH
4615 County Road 41
Clanton, AL 35046

Please have electronic copies sent by 31
January 2008 and CAPF 31 postmarked by
the same.

Shelby County Squadron Awards

1-Lt Mike Ridge receives the Chuck Yeager
Award from Capt. Bill Compton, Shelby
County Squadron Aerospace Education and
Professional Development Officer (right).
Squadron Commander, Lt. Col. Johnny Ward
also assisted with the presentation.



Shelby County Squadron, AL-127, presented
Certificates of Appreciation to the Shelby
County Airport Staff and to the Staff of
Sanders Flight Training Center in
recognition of the support and assistance
both groups have given to the Shelby
County Squadron. Each group was given a
gift tin of salted roast pecans and honey
glazed, praline, and chocolate pecans, from
Preister's Pecans, Fort Deposit, Alabama.

Eric Hey accepts the Certificate of
Appreciation for the Shelby County Airport
Staff from Lt. Col. Johnny Ward
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Richard Cornelius Accepts the Certificate of
Appreciation for the Sanders Flight Training
Center from Lt. Col. Johnny Ward.

Huntsville, Muscle Shoals, and
Redstone Squadrons Celebrate

Huntsville Composite Squadron, Redstone
Composite Squadron and Muscle Shoals
Composite Squadron held their combined
Christmas Banquet and Award Ceremony at
Redstone Arsenal. Col. Mike Oakman, Wing
Commander, and Lt. Col. David Boswell,
Vice Commander, and Maj. Lisa Robinson,
Chief of Staff, were wing staff members
who attended the event. The host for the
evening was Capt. Anthony Beresford. The
program included remarks from
commanders of the units, awards and
presentations to guests and members.




Col. Oakman awarded Commander’s
Commendations to Capt. Jerry Ford, Muscle
Shoals Squadron, 1 Lt. Martin Zahran and 1
Lt. Ernie Blair from Huntsville Squadron, 1
LT John Blakely from Redstone Squadron. 1
LT Rumaasha Maasha was presented a
Tuskegee Airman’s Medal. 1 Lt Lisa
Johnston and Lt. Col. David Boswell put
shoulder boards on newly promoted Capt
lan Johnston.

Lt. Col John Hall presented Airman of the
Year to Catherine Guthrie and NCO of the
Year award to Andrew Hall. C/MSgt
Jonathan Allen received the Cadet of the
Year Award for Redstone Arsenal Squadron.

Lt. Col. Otha “Skeet” Vaughan, Lt. Col
Jonathan Bywater, Capt. Carl Foster and Lt
Col Gene Mitcham received other awards.
A red-tailed P-51 model was presented to
Col. Oakman as a memento of the occasion.
Lt. Col. Boswell received a model of a pre-
production AWACS. These models were a
thank you from the three squadrons.

Extreme Drought Seen by SDIS

When the Governor called, the Alabama
Wing answered. The extreme drought in
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Alabama shows in lawns and trees, but it is
best seen with the lower water levels in the
state’s lakes. Governor Bob Riley requested
the Alabama Wing CAP to document the
low water levels at Martin Lake and Jordan
Lake. Alabama Wing provided Homeland
Security’s Virtual Alabama with
photographic documentation of the
drought conditions as it affects both
business and recreation.

Three views of Lake Martin
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Auburn announces promotions

The Auburn Composite Squadron (SER-AL-
113) announced the following promotions
of cadet members at its Nov. 6, 2007
meeting:

e Cadet Senior Airman Brenden Atkins

¢ Cadet Airman First Class Alexandria
Bufford

e Cadet Airman First Class Hunter
Billingsley

“Our cadet members have really pushed
themselves to achieve,” said squadron
commander Capt. Christopher Tate. “By
increasing their knowledge and skills, these
cadets demonstrate a commitment both to
themselves and to the Civil Air Patrol. They
are eager to excel and to show their skills at
this year’s upcoming Ironman competition.”

Mississippi Squadron wins
IRONMAN.

Civil Air Patrol cadets from the Mississippi
and Alabama Wings met in Auburn this
month for a grueling day-long competition
that tested both physical prowess and
aerospace knowledge and leadership skills.
The second annual Auburn Iron Man
competition represents one of the toughest
challenges CAP cadets can face, and this
year five teams vied for the honor of being
named CAP’s toughest squadron.
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The competition was held from Saturday,
Nov. 17, 2007, at Auburn University in
Auburn, Ala.

Competition consisted of five events: a
“super” physical fitness test, a military-style
inspection, a compass navigation and
direction-finding course, a drill competition,
and finally the “Iron Man Run,” a grueling
three-mile course punctuated with stops for
objective tasks that test competitors’
aerospace knowledge and practical skills.

The event’s overall winner was the Col.
Berta A. Edge Composite Squadron of Biloxi,
Miss. Runners up were the Autauga-Elmore
Cadet Squadron of Coosada, Ala., and the
combined team from Bessemer and Chilton
Composite Squadrons in Bessemer and
Chilton, Ala.

The Autauga-Elmore Cadet Squadron also
placed first in the super physical fitness
test, inspection, and drill events. The
direction finding and navigation event was
won by the combined Bessemer and Chilton
Composite Squadrons team. The Iron Man
Run was won by the Col. Berta A. Edge
Composite Squadron.

More than Meets the Skies. . . . 11



Second Place Team

“We brought units from all over the state of
Alabama and Mississippi,” said Lt. Col. Brad
Lynn, CAP, the Alabama Wing deputy
director of cadet programs. “This
competition touched every area of the
cadet program. | thought all of the cadets
were very enthusiastic. They were
tremendously motivated to do well and
were all very team oriented.

Lynn said his hopes are that all Alabama
squadrons will participate in the event next
year. In addition, he hopes to involve more
squadrons from Georgia and surrounding
wings to make the competition a truly
regional event.

January 2008

“| feel like if we didn’t get a squadron here,
it's because they didn’t know how much fun
it was,” Lynn said.

g

The competition brings together the three
core missions of the Civil Air Patrol -
emergency services, aerospace education,
and cadet programs — into a single
challenge that tests both the physical and
mental capabilities of cadet and senior
members.

“The purpose of this Iron Man Competition
is to incorporate the three missions of Civil
Air Patrol into one competition,” said
Auburn Squadron Commander Capt.
Christopher Tate, CAP. “It involves all
squadrons of the Wing, in a safe,
competitive, challenging and, most
importantly, fun environment.”

More than Meets the Skies. . . . 12



Sr. Mbr. Jonathan W. Lartigue, Public Affairs
Officer, Auburn Squadron was also the
photographer.

Director of Personnel

A packet of information for each squadron’s
personnel officers will be going out very
soon listing the criteria for Small Unit
Inspections for Personnel with sample
forms for the most important ones. Our
goal is for each squadron to attain a perfect
score on the inspection and | am available
to help each squadron attain that goal.

1 LT John Hawkins, Director of Personnel
1320 LITTLE CLOUD CIRCLE
ALABASTER, ALABAMA 35007
205.663.5066

Public Affairs

The newsletter is going bimonthly. This one
should have been out on January 7th.
Various things made that a problem;
however, the next newsletter should be out
on the 7th of March. The deadline for
articles, pictures, and promotions should
be sent to me by the 25th of February.

Each squadron is going to be required to
have a Marketing Plan. There is help
available on the web under Public Affairs
and | will put a photocopy of some of the
material handed out at the PAO Conference
in Atlanta. Squadrons will also have to
have a Crisis Communication Plan. The
National Web Site has material on that as
well. As soon as the Wing plans are finished
and approved, each squadron will have a

copy.

Public Affairs is a vital part of any squadron
and the wing. The only way your news gets
into this newsletter is for you to send it to
me, so we can tell others about our best
practices and our accomplishments. The
newsletter is sent forward to SE Region and
to National. I also send it to those outside
of CAP who have expressed an interest in it.
Please don’t keep your activities a secret.
Maj. Patricia Mitcham, DPA

1919 McDowling Drive
. Huntsville, AL 35803
The Wing IG Col Joey Owens can be 256.880.0623
contacted at (cell) 256-312-3397, at his
home number is 256-492-4762, or email
jowens@gadsdenwater.org,
January 2008 More than Meets the Skies. . . . 13



Picture from Arlington Cemetery

Remember, Honor. and Teach.

The Wreaths Across America story began over 15 years ago when Worcester Wreath
Company (a for-profit commercial business from Harrington, Maine) began a tradition of
placing wreaths on the headstones of our Nation's fallen heroes at Arlington National
Cemetery.

Over that period of time, Worcester Wreath has donated 75,000 wreaths which were placed
by volunteers in a wreath-laying ceremony each December. This year, Worcester Wreath
Company will do even more to show its respect and appreciation for those who serve, by
doing the following:

* Doubling its annual donation to 10,000 wreaths destined for Arlington National Cemetery.

* |n addition to the Arlington Wreath Project, Worcester Wreath will donate 2,500 wreaths
to the Maine Veterans Cemetery at Togus, and over 1,800 ceremonial wreaths, representing
all branches of the armed forces, will be sent to over 200 other state and national veterans
cemeteries across the Country.

* |n 2008, ceremonial wreaths will also be donated to 24 veterans’ cemeteries on foreign
soil, and aboard U.S. ships sailing in all seven seas.

* All wreath-laying ceremonies will be held concurrently on Saturday, December 13th,
2008 at 12:00 noon EST.

* And lastly, on Monday, December 8th, 51 wreaths will be donated for a special wreath-
laying ceremony at each State Capital and 36" ceremonial wreath for our Nation's Capital.

http://www.wreaths-across-america.or
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Wreaths Across America Ceremonies Held at
Ft. Mitchell and Mobile National Cemetery

Ft. Mitchell by SM Jonathan Lartigue

Memorial wreaths decorated the graves of more than 150 of our nation’s fallen this
Saturday at Fort Mitchell National Cemetery in Seale, Ala., as members of the Civil Air Patrol
and the public participated in the second annual Wreaths Across America event.

Seven memorial wreaths representing the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Merchant
Marines, and POWs/MIAs were placed to remember those who gave their lives in service for
our country. In addition, more than 40 members of the public placed wreaths on the gravesites
of loved ones.

The event, sponsored at Ft. Mitchell by the Auburn Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol,
is the second time the CAP has organized local events, which is an extension of the 16th annual
laying of wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery, and brings the same remembrance wreaths
to more than 230 national and state veterans’ cemeteries and monuments across the nation.
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Capt Christopher Tate places Wreath

“Local Civil Air Patrol, Boy Scout, and Reserve Officer Training Corps units put on these events
to remember those who have served and are currently serving,” said squadron commander
Capt. Christopher Tate, CAP. “We came to honor the fallen and to teach our young kids what it
means to be free - that it's not something that is bought or handed down; it's something that is

earned.”
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Mobile National Cemetery Pictures by
Aaron Daniels
Gulf Coast Patriot Guard
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Opening Remarks at Mobile National Cemetery

We are gathered together here today at this memorial site
and memorial sites all across America to remember that
we are one nation with one flag. We are all proud to be
Americans that live in a free society made up of many
people, many races, from many walks of life. The freedoms
we enjoy today have not come without a price. Lying here
before us and in cemeteries throughout this nation are
men and women who gave their lives so we can live in
freedom and without fear. We can worship as we see fit.
We can raise our children to believe as we do. We can
travel from one end of this great nation to the other and
not have to ask permission to go. We are free to vote for
whomever we feel should be in government office and we
answer to no one but our own feelings. We have the right
to succeed and we have the right to fail at whatever
endeavor we wish to pursue. The United States of America
was founded on the ideals of Freedom, Justice and
Equality. Our Nation stands as a shining beacon of liberty
and freedom to the world. We thank those who gave their
lives to keep us free and we shall not forget you. We shall
remember.

Major Meddie Clark, Commander
Mobile Squadron
Alabama Wing
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