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Evaluation graded as Excellent

The Alabama Wing Civil Air Patrol earned an
“Excellent” on the biannual Search and
Rescue/Disaster Relief exercise. A practice
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disaster relief/search and rescue mission,
with Mission Base established at Northeast
Alabama Regional Airport at Gadsden,
Alabama. Volunteers from across the state
signed and were given duties to accomplish
the mission. Communications, operations,
planning and other areas were evaluated by
U S Air Force personnel.

Highway 77 Bridge

Fifteen air sorties and several ground teams
were deployed. A Satellite Digital Imaging
System (SDIS) air crew completed Disaster
Relief photographic missions. This system
allows real-time photos to be sent by email
to Mission Base for evaluation by mission



personnel. SDIS is very effective when used
in Disaster Relief Missions when there has
been tornado or flood damage to a
geographical area.

The scenario for the evaluation exercise
began with a missing aircraft. A lost ultra-
light reported missing near the airport and
damage to local dams was also reported
and the Alabama Wing was tasked to
photograph any possible damage.
Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT)
searches were included in the Air Crew
tasks.

The Evaluated exercise allows the US Air
Force to determine the readiness of the
Alabama Wing to perform the missions that
are assigned by Homeland Security,
Alabama Emergency Management Agency,
and others. Volunteers were pleased to
learn that their on-going training efforts
through out the year, in their squadron, and
at wing exercises, had earned the Wing an
excellent rating.

Weiss Dam June 2007

Sarah Todd Receives AF
Scholarship
Sarah Todd, member of AL-113, and an
ROTC Cadet, is a sophomore at Auburn
University. She recently received a full Air
Force scholarship for the remainder of her
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time at Auburn. As part of her scholarship
program and her ROTC involvement, she
attended PDT at Lackland Air Force Base in
San Antonio, Texas in June. The program
included significant exposure to all aspects
of training offered at Lackland. This
included Security, K9 OPS, firearms training,
C5 Galaxy loadmaster operations, C5 Galaxy
flight operations that included a four hour
mission that included air refueling, T38
intro flights, flight simulator time on C5's
and C 135's, PT, and intense classroom
sessions with regular Air Force Officers and
enlisted personnel. The photo was taken
just prior to her T38 indoctrination. This
training included emergency egress and
parachute procedures. A certificated pilot,
she was allowed to take the controls of the
T38 and perform several maneuvers during
the two hour flight.

During high school, she was an active CAP
cadet at AL-118, Pell City, where she served
in various positions including Cadet
Commander. She graduated from Pell City
High School prior to attending Auburn
University where she is majoring in Criminal
Justice and Professional Flight
Management. In addition to her ROTC
activities, she was recently inducted to the
Arnold Air Society.

As a student pilot, she soloed on her 16th
birthday, and received her private
certificate on her 17th birthday in a CAP
172. Since then, she has earned her
Commercial certificate with Single engine
land, single engine sea, multi engine land,
and instrument ratings. She has logged over
500 hours of pilot time.

She is working on her Flight Instructor
certificate and plans to teach in the Auburn
flight school. She recently made



presentations at CAP CLC in Birmingham
and at the National Check Pilot
Standardization Course for the Alabama
Wing. Upon graduation from Auburn she
plans to commission in the Air Force.
She is the daughter of Donnie and Ellen
Todd of Pell City, Alabama.

Tennessee Wing Conference
Announced

The Tennessee Wing Conference will be
held 26-27 October 2007 at the famous
Chattanooga Choo-Choo in downtown
Chattanooga. Lodging reservations can now
be made through the Choo-Choo’s toll-free
reservation line or website.

Toll-Free number: 1-800-872-2529
Website: choochoo.com

The group code “CAP” must be used in both
cases in order to get our preferred rates:
$82 for hotel room (any configuration),
$132 for railroad car. Local tax rate: 9.25%,
Occupancy tax: 8%

A block of 40 rooms is being held for both

Friday evening and Saturday evening until 5
October. After that date, rooms and special
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group rates will be extended on a space-
available basis only. A virtual tour of the
facility is available at their website.

Many of the SER staff will be in attendance
because SER is conducting a staff meeting
at the Conference. Final plans are being
made for the conference and by this time
next week, | should be sending you a
tentative schedule, pricing, etc. Right now
it appears the cost of the conference
(including banquet) will be $45 per person if
the reservation is made NLT Oct 1. Banquet
tickets will be in the range of $28-30 per
person.

We are planning a very nice social event for
Friday evening - a 2 1/2 hour cruise on the
"Southern Belle" Riverboat
(chattanoogariverboat.com). The cruise
includes a prime rib and shrimp dinner and
entertainment by the "Riverboat
Ramblers." A cash bar is available. | have
been on this cruise a few times and it makes
for a very nice evening. Although we will
not have the boat to ourselves, we will all
be seated together if reservations are made
in a timely fashion. The cost will be right at
S40/person. Expect the reservation
deadline to be 5 October.




Alabama Finds Missing Person

An Alabama Wing Civil Air Patrol flight,
working with Monroe County EMA, the
Monroe County Sheriff’s office, the
Alabama State Troopers, and the Alabama
Bureau of Investigation located the missing
truck driven by William Godwin on
Saturday, June 9, 2007 shortly before 11
AM. Mr. Godwin had been missing since
Tuesday, having left home to get gas for the
truck.

Civil Air Patrol tasked four aircraft and
three, five person ground teams in their
search effort after they were assigned the
search mission on Friday night. CAP
members interviewed family members on
Saturday, established a search area and
dispatched both air and ground search
teams. Maj. Jimmy Mitchell, 1 Lt Mark
Gurganus, and Lt. Col. John Hughes were
the members of the CAP air crew that
located the truck. Mr. Mike Harter from
Jefferson County supported all of the
participants with the Jefferson County
Communications van which proved to be
invaluable. Additional information can be
obtained from the Monroe County Sheriff’s
Office.

SER Winter Encampment

Applications to serve as leaders for the
Southeast Region Winter Encampment from
Dec. 26-Jan 8, 2008 are currently being
accepted for the following leadership
positions.

e Encampment Commander
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e Deputy Encampment Commander
e Executive Officer

e Cadet Commander

e Cadet Deputy Commander

e Cadet Executive Officer.

If you are interested in serving in one of
these key positions please submit your
resume via e-mail by Friday, 31 August
2007. Your resume should be sent to all of
the following E-mail addresses:
cc@sercap.us, dcp@sercap.us,
cs@sercap.us, jm802@bellsouth.net,
jrushing@cap.gov and csv@sercap.us.

The exact dates and location for the Winter
Encampment are still to be determined. Lt
Col Steve Governale is actively checking on
various locations within the Southeast
Region for the encampment and we will
advise you as soon as the exact dates and
the location have been finalized.

Should you have specific questions please
contact me via E-mail at dcp@sercap.us

Joseph L. Knight, 111 Lt Col, CAP

Editor’s note: This came out in an email much
earlier. The deadline has passed, but they will
need other staff members at the encampment.

Wreaths across America

This email is being sent to make you aware
of a great fundraising opportunity for you
and your local unit. This year, Wreaths
across America has asked CAP to help
secure sponsorships for additional holiday
wreaths to be placed in over 240 veterans'
cemeteries across the country. A portion of



each sponsorship will be given back to the
unit that solicited the donation.

Wreaths across America began in 2006 as
an offshoot of the Arlington National
Cemetery wreath project, which started in
1992 with the annual placement of

5,000 wreaths donated by Worcester
Wreath Company of Harrington, Maine.
The Wreaths across America ceremonies
were conducted largely by CAP wings and
squadrons with the help of veterans'
organizations.

Visit the link below to get more
information, including a how-to guide and
video from the 2006 ceremony at Arlington
National Cemetery. You will also be able to
download a sponsorship order form.

Click Here For More Information!

Mobile Squadron attends SAR
Summer Conference

The Mobile Squadron of the Alabama Wing
of the Civil Air Patrol on Tuesday evening,
June 12, 2007, participated in a Summer
Conference focused on South Alabama
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Rescue Search and Recovery (SARSAR)
sponsored by the Mobile County Health
Department.

The event was attended by Cadet William
Shepard and Officers Lt. Col. Stephen
Howard, Major David Smelser, Major Tony
Whiston, 1*" Lt. Tom Lyon, 1* Lt. Filippo
Milone, and 2" Lt. Emmett Farnell. T/Sgt.
Ed Smelser, Air Force Advisor, was also in
attendance.

The three hour program consisted of four
major subjects. The first subject was
Bridging Equipment with David Roberts,
Communications Officer for Mobile County
EMA as the briefing official. The second was
Ground Training/Helicopter Lift with Lt.
Michael Rasch, U. S. Coast Guard, Mobile
Aviation Center briefing. The next subject
was Medical Triage with R. L. Shields,
NEMT-P, Paramedic for American Medical
Response Ambulance Service presenting
material to the attendees. Finally Dr.
Frederick Meyer, University of South
Alabama Department of Orthopaedic
Surgery spoke about Traumatic Amputation
& Reattachment .

Dr. Bernard Eichold Il stated that if this type
of conference continues to be successful
they (Mobile County Health) will try to host
twice annually.

Groups that attended the Conference were
Mobile Composite Squadron of the
Alabama Wing, Civil Air Patrol, Mobile
Fire/Rescue Department, North Baldwin
SAR, South Baldwin SAR, Sheriff’s Flotilla,
Daphne SAR, and Newman’s Ambulance.
The coordination and enhanced
communication provided by such
conferences is advantageous for the



participants, and for the residents in South
Alabama.

IACE Comes to Alabama

International Air Cadet Exchange team
members who visited Alabama were Alex
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Frost of Edmonton, Alberta, Canada; Orry
Lamb of Dugald, Ontario, Canada; Marc
Watson of Edinburgh, Scotland; and Richard
Baker of Bedfordshire, England. They were
hosted by squadrons in Birmingham,
Mobile, Montgomery, and Maxwell. The
best way to describe their visit is to publish
a sample of the pictures taken by CAP
members.
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The cadets visited museums, memorials, took rides in various air craft. They toured the beach
and visited aviation test centers. They walked through USS ALABAMA and the Space Center.
They stayed with CAP families, went to local restaurants, learned about sea turtles and Werner
Von Braun. We were thrilled with their visit.
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FTX Training Begins October 2007

Alabama Wing will be starting its tenth cycle of ground team training beginning October
2007. This will begin a program of ground operations training for cadets and senior
members for the entire Wing. This training includes not only classroom training, but also
"hands-on" training in the field. This training program is based on the National Emergency
Services Curriculum, a task-based program that stresses practical skills. The training is
provided by an experienced cadet and senior staff consisting of National Emergency
Services Academy and prior FTX graduates. Although we work in the field, this is not a
"boot camp" atmosphere; we stress a program of teamwork and problem solving.
Throughout the training, students will be given the opportunity to pass all tasks necessary
to become a qualified ground team member or leader. This is the only comprehensive
Ground Team training program available in Alabama Wing.

Detailed information on the Alabama Wing FTX program can be found at the program’s
website: www.alabamaftx.com

You Got What it Takes?

The 2007 Alabama Wing Iron Man Competition is coming!! Sponsored by the Auburn Composite
Squadron, this event incorporates the three missions of Civil Air Patrol into one competition,
involving all Squadrons of each Wing, in a safe, competitive, challenging, and most importantly, fun
environment.

Events include the Super PFT, General BDU Inspection, Compass/DF Course, a Drill Competition,
and the Iron Man Run. Teams consist of up to 6 members, and may be composed of both officers
and cadets, as well as males and females.

Click Here to go to the 2007 IMC Information Page to find out more and to register.

IRON MAN IS A GO FOR 16-17 NOVEMBER!!!
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The Wing IG Col Joey Owens can be
contacted at (cell) 256-312-3397, at his
home number is 256-492-4762, or email
jowens@gadsdenwater.org.

Boaz Cadets Hold Recruiting
Drive

On May 11, 2007, Cadets Ryan Erskine and
Adam Smith presented the cadet-developed
30-slide PowerPoint presentation to Boaz
Intermediate School followed by a 40
minute question and answer period. Cadet
Erskine wore the blues and Cadet Smith
wore his BDU uniform. Sixteen students
committed to joining the program next year
when they move up to the sixth grade at
Boaz Middle School.

Monday, May 14, 2007, both cadets
traveled over a hundred miles visited 6
additional schools in three different
independent school districts in Marshall
County with their presentation in an
attempt to generate and recruit additional
squadrons in the county. A number of
students, teachers, and principals expressed
an interest in CAP and asked Squadron
Commander, Captain Peggie Haney, for
additional information.
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Beginning with the next school year, AL-801
will have students in 4 different grades,
including Boaz High School. Boaz School
system has been offered the opportunity to
pilot the "Cappie" curriculum for K-5.
Principal John Beck at Boaz Intermediate
School has agreed to serve as a pilot for this
program. The “The goal is have CAP'S
aerospace curriculum across grades K-12.”
Lt. Col. Randall Haney wrote, “We could
have taken on more students the first year
but we are taking a slow methodical
approach to ensure a quality program over
the long haul.” Lt. Col. Haney, an Alabama
Wing Staff member, serves as the Assistant
Superintendent of schools in Boaz,
Alabama.

AL 801 has received a Mayor’s Proclamation
for their excellent work in Civil Air Patrol
from Mayor Tim Walker for their
outstanding efforts as cadets and members
of the Boaz Community.
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SAREX 07T6163

On Friday, August 18, 2007, Civil Air Patrol
aircraft flew 16 hours photographing
Monroe County and Dauphin Island to
establish baseline documentation. Real
time photographs are taken using the
Satellite Digital Imaging System (SDIS).
SDIS allows photos to be downloaded to
Emergency Management Agency officials.
The photos will be used as predisaster
information. Homeland Security and
Alabama Emergency Agency will use these
pictures as reference pictures for use in
disaster assessment. Aircrews are in the
process of taking photographs of the 1-65
interchanges leading inland.

Crews from Muscle Shoals, Redstone and
Huntsville Squadrons flew photographic
missions of Madison County Lake,
searching for possible damage. The photos
then also become reference files. Simulated
ELT searches were conducted. The only
active Aerial Radiological Monitoring Unit
in the state of Alabama planned a simulated
mission in Madison County.

Civil Air Patrol conducts simulated missions
in order to enhance the skills of the
volunteers who will be asked to conduct
mission in times of natural or man-made
disasters. AEMA and HS personnel
observed the three day activity.

Madison County Lake and Dam pictures were taken on August 19, 2007 as part of the state

wide practice exercise.
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Publi Affairs

The following is an email about the new CAPR 190 which governs the public affairs program. All
members need to be aware of these changes. Cadets can serve as PAO and every squadron
must have a PAO or the Commander of the squadron must perform the duties.

This is an important new reg. The entire document has been rewritten, however many of the
provisions will be familiar to PAOs. In my opinion, the most notable changes are that the reg:

1. Allows newsletters to be distributed electronically, as opposed to hard copy.

2. Requires each PAO to develop an annual Public Affairs plan including internal, external and
crisis communications planning.

3. Provides new guidelines for use of multimedia and emerging technologies.

4. Specifically gives the PAO authority over public affairs content of electronic communications,
including websites and listservs.

5. Says that a mission Information Officer SHOULD be appointed for every actual and training
mission (except Counter Drug) and REQUIRES that a mission Information Officer be appointed
for missions lasting, or expected to last, more than 48 hours.

6. Makes some adjustments in the Public Affairs awards program.

As a companion to this new regulation, the Operations directorate Emergency Services
Checklist Guide for mission Information Officer (10) has been revised. You can download that

at:

http://www.cap.gov/documents/ES Checklist Guides.doc

There are some important new provisions in this checklist, as well,
including:

a. Adds the provision that copies of every mission news release, in addition to posting at the
Incident Command Post, should be posted on the wing website, with a copy to the wing and
region PAOs concurrently with your distribution to the media. If requested, also copy National
HQ.
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b. Mandates that additional 10 support be requests, as needed, if circumstances warrant,
including requesting I0-trained personnel from other wings, if sufficient trained personnel are
not available in your wing. (This addresses a BIG problem in our hurricane missions.)

c. Requires a daily 10 report for the IC, with daily copies sent to the wing and region PAOs and
to National Headquarters.

Please review these new documents carefully!

Mike Marek, LtCol. CAP
190-1 Task Force Chair

More than meets the skies...

This is the tag line that Public Relations/Public Affairs/ Marketing will be using for CAP. Find a
way to use it in the squadron public relations material.

Help is needed in this area. All Commanders are asked to send me a 2A identifying your PA.
Send electronically or by US Mail. The last request netted two names. | need a current list. |
would also like to find a format whereby the squadron PAs can report what they are doing to
the wing. | would prefer an electronic format. Please pass along any ideas.

Continue to send the newsletters by email. I’'m keeping a file of squadron newsletters, both
electronic and paper for the next Wing DPA. Maxwell Squadron has initiated a wonderful Blog
site. This can serve as a web site, but all squadrons are now required to have a newsletter at
least quarterly. Do read the CAP REG 190. The summary of changes above is good, but the reg
needs to be internalized.

The deadline for the next Newsletter will be October 25th. | will send a reminder to sqcc list on
the 10th of October and to the PA list that | have.

Maj Pat Mitcham, DPA

Alabama Wing, Civil Air Patrol
USAF Auxiliary

Snail Mail: Maj. P Mitcham, 1919 McDowling Drive, Huntsville, AL 35803
Home phone: 256-880-0623 cell: 256-337-7523 (call my home number first)
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